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G E T T I N G  S TA R T ED
Group reservations can be made  
by calling 586-463-4332 between  
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. All reservations must 
be made at least two weeks in advance.

To schedule a program, have the  
following information ready:

 · Date and time you would  
like to visit

 · Number of children

 · Activities you would like  
to schedule

 · School address, email address  
and phone number

CO N FI R M AT I O N
A confirmation email, chaperone  
information and a map will be sent  
after you schedule an appointment.

COS T
I N - PA R K
Programs are $4 per student for a  
1½ hour program, $60 minimum per 
group. Vehicle Permit required for park 
entry, excluding school buses.

EDV E N T U R E
These programs are at your school.
Cost is $100 for the first program, $75  
for additional programs the same day. 
There is a maximum of four programs 
per day, with 30 students per program  
(subject to change due to topic choice).

CO N T EN T 
E XPEC TAT I O N S
All programs meet the Michigan Grade 
Level Content Expectations (GLCE), the 
Next Generation Science Standards and 
supports Common Core standards.

1

Nestled at the end of Metropolitan Parkway, in the heart of suburban Macomb County,  
Lake St. Clair Metropark offers visitors access to Lake St. Clair and the surrounding 
ecosystems. Lake St. Clair Metropark Nature Center hosts programs for school groups, 
homeschoolers, families, scouts, adults and community groups. Programs are by  
appointment and are usually offered year-round, unless otherwise noted.

Make a day of it! While at the park, visit the Tot Play Area, Squirt Zone,  
beach and picnic areas.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
 · All programs are led by an  
interpretive naturalist and are  
grade-level appropriate. Programs can 
be adapted for different grade levels 
and abilities.

 · If you have a topic that you are  
interested in, ask the Nature Center 
staff for availability.

 · To introduce participants to animals, 
their features and adaptations, we 
use taxidermied and other preserved 
specimens to bring realism and  
scientific observation into the  
program. Live animals are also  
often incorporated into programs.

 · Programs include time in the exhibit 
gallery, an indoor presentation and 
outdoor guided hike.

 · Programs are generally 1 hour for  
pre-kindergarten and 1½ hours for  
all other groups, starting between 
9:30 a.m. and 2:30 p.m., weekdays,  
Tuesday through Friday.

 · There is a group minimum of ten 
children and maximum of 35 children. 
Programs can be held for up to  
three groups at a time  
(unless otherwise noted).

E DV EN T U R E S
Metroparks’ interpretive staff are  
available to visit your classroom. The 
cost is $100 for the first program and $75 
for additional programs the same day.  
(Maximum of 4 programs per day.) 
Call the Nature center at 586-463-4332 
to schedule a visit to your school.

We can adapt our programs to fit  
into your curriculum. Programs  
topics include:

 · The Wonders of Wetlands

 · Animal Adaptations

 · Birds and Migration

 · Michigan Fur Trade History
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A N I M A L  G R O U P S

Focus on one group of animals  
(mammals, birds, reptiles & amphibians, 
fish or insects) to find out how they 
are classified and how they survive, 
thrive and continue from generation to 
generation. Or, compare and contrast 
several groups, such as vertebrates and 
invertebrates.

FOCUS: classification ∙ characteristics ∙  
life cycles ∙ adaptations

H A B I TAT S  A R E  H O M E S

Every living thing needs a few basics – 
water, food, shelter – and people are no 
exception! Find out how local area plants 
and animals obtain what they need and 
some of the clever ways that they do it. 
Then use your new knowledge to find 
animal homes along the trail.

FOCUS: needs of living things ∙  
adaptations ∙ habitats

L I FE  C YCL E S

M I D -A P R I L  –  O C T O B E R
In spring, the birds are singing (and so 
are the frogs), insects are humming, 
plants are budding and life continues 
anew. Each animal and plant begins a 
family in its own way. Later in the year, 
amphibians and insects are transforming 
and seeds are dispersing. Find out how 
they do it, then hike the trails with your 
senses on the alert!

FOCUS: needs of living things ∙  
adaptations ∙ life cycles

PL A N T  L I FE

Because they are not able to move, 
plants have developed an interesting 
variety of adaptations to survive  
Michigan’s climate and use by animals. 
People also need plants for a variety  
of uses.

FOCUS: classification ∙ life cycles ∙  
adaptations

P O N D  L I FE  & 
W E T L A N DS  W I L D L I FE

Many animals spend all or part of their 
life in and around the water. Learn more 
about their adaptations and how they 
interact with one another and their 
environment.

FOCUS: food webs ∙ adaptations ∙ life cycles ∙  
water as a resource ∙ human impact on the 
environment
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A N I M A L S  PR EPA R E 
FO R  W I N T ER 

FA L L
Migrate, hibernate or stay active and 
tough it out. Animals have a variety 
of adaptations and behaviors to help 
prepare themselves for our Michigan 
winters.

FOCUS: observing the natural world using 
senses & simple tools ∙ life cycles ∙ needs of 
living things ∙ adaptations

SI G N S  O F  T H E  SE A S O N

Y E A R - R O U N D 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a n y  a g e ,  
r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  p r e - k  t o  2 n d

Learn what to look for, then use your 
senses and observation skills along  
the trail.

FOCUS: observing the natural world using 
senses & simple tools ∙ life cycles ∙ needs of 
living things ∙ adaptations

W I N T ER  W I L D L I FE 
SU R V I VA L

W I N T E R
Animals have a variety of adaptations 
and behaviors to survive Michigan’s  
winters. Find out how they do it, then 
look for signs of animals along the trails.

FOCUS: observing the natural world using 
senses & simple tools ∙ life cycles ∙ needs of 
living things ∙ adaptations

SE A S O NAL  PR O G R A M S
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PA D D L E  T H R O U G H 
T H E  M A R SH 

Take our wetland explorations directly 
out into the marsh! Paddle our 34-foot 
Voyageur canoe through the North 
Marsh while we look for wetland wildlife 
and go dipping.

FOCUS: ecosystems ∙ adaptations ∙  
food webs & other ∙ relationships ∙ human 
impact on the environment

FR EN CH  VOYAG EU R S  &
T H E  FU R  T R A D E 

Now calling all prospective voyageurs! 
Sign up for a “voyage” through the 
marsh paddling our 34-foot Voyageur 
canoe after you have discovered what 
life was really like for these intrepid 
travelers.

FOCUS: Michigan history & the fur trade era

VOYAG EU R  C A N O E  R I D E S
L AT E  A P R I L  –  J U N E  & S E P T E M B E R  –  O C T O B E R  ∙  $75/C A N O E  O U T I N G  ∙  
12  S T U D E N T S  & 6  A D U LT  C H A P E R O N E S /C A N O E 
rides dependent on lake levels & weather conditions, personal flotation devices & paddles provided

Choose a program emphasis:



ECOS YS T E M S  A L L
A R O U N D

What is an ecosystem? How are  
ecosystems different from one  
another? How do plants and animals  
in an ecosystem interact? Explore the 
ecosystems along the trail while  
we investigate the answers to  
these questions.

FOCUS: ecosystems ∙ food webs and other 
relationships ∙ human impact on the  
environment

PR EDATO R - PR E Y 
A DV EN T U R E

JA N UA R Y  –  M A R C H
In this special program, students play 
“nature detective” to determine the 
identity of a mystery animal, meet its 
nearest relatives, and find out how it 
survives. We might even see signs of its 
presence along the nature trails!

FOCUS: populations & food webs ∙  
characteristics of animals & identification ∙ 
using observation skills

W E T L A N DS  A R E 
WO N D ER FU L !

Water covers more than 2⁄₃ of the Earth 
and is essential for all living things. 
Wetlands are the place where the land 
meets the water – and the wildlife hangs 
out! Learn how important this ecosystem  
is, what animals we often find there and 
how they interact with one another.

This program is also offered in  
conjunction with Michigan Sea Grant’s 
Great Lakes Education Program (GLEP). 
http://www.miseagrant.umich.edu/glep

FOCUS: food webs ∙ adaptations ∙ life cycles ∙  
water as a resource ∙ human impact on the 
environment
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L A K E  S T.  CL A I R  M E T R O PA R K

31300 Metro Parkway, Harrison Township, MI 48045

Call Visit 
586-463-4332 metroparks.com

 Follow 
 @MIMetroparks

Like 
facebook.com/ 
LakeStClairMetropark


