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Farm Center Hours

l
’ / March 1st through October 31st November 1st through February 29th

9 am to 6pm every day 9 am to 4 pm every day

————
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/Il About the Farm

i/l |

Meet farm animals and get a glimpse of rural life at Kensington Metropark Farm
Center. Take in the sights, smells and sounds of life on the farm and see live
farm animals like chickens, sheep, cattle and draft horses. Tour a 150-year old
restored barn and poultry house,

one-offa kind “green” building made f
primarily at the park.
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An herb garden, field crops and old-fashioned farm equipment are also on
display. Special programs are held on the animals, where some foods come from, and other
farm-related topics. Weekends in March visitors can visit the sugar shack and observe as
maple trees are tapped and the sap is boiled to make maple syrup. Weekends in October
the pumpkin patch is open for visitors to select their perfect pumpkin or gourd.

Public hayrides or sleigh rides are offered on weekends and holidays; privately chartered
hayrides are also available. Far m t our s, Ki ds'’

Cottage a
available for interested school groups.

The Farmhouse Grille offers sandwiches, soft drinks and other snacks. Located at the farm
entrance, the grille is open every day from Memorial Day to Labor Day.
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Please refer to this program guide for additional information
and to find upcoming farm programs and events for 2012.

3 To reach the Farm Center Office, call (248) 684 - 8632
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About our Animals

Kensington Farm Center is home to many species of domestic animals. Horses, cows,
pigs, sheep, goats, chickens, ducks, geese and rabbits are all permanent residents of
the farm. You will also notice different body shapes, patterns and colors since there
are a variety of breeds represented here too. Brown Swiss or

Holstein? Saanen or Alpine? Look for the signs posted
around the farm with interesting information and help on
recognizing the different breeds.

Babies

Many of our animals live their whole lives at the farm and so
you can visit them each time you stop by. But we also
welcome new animals every year as many animals are born
at Kensington Farm. Though births happen throughout the
year, spring is the season when most farm babies are
expected. Stop out often to see which newborns or
hatchlings have arrived. Many babies have even been born
right before our visitors’

Petting

You don’t have to just st g
cows really enjoy a good back scratch. As you visit the farm,
feel free to pet animals that approach you. We encourage

gentl e contact with the f &

them even expect.

Feeding

Our animals at Kensington Farm are on controlled diets. Just like kids, animals thrive
when they are fed only nutritious food
feeding encourages bad habits that we want to avoid. So, we ask that you do not feed

the animals.
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Hayrides & Sleigh Rides

Pile onto our straw-filled wagon for a rustic ride pulled by a team of our draft horses or a

scenic ride pulled by our tr adashmmedsleighl f

ride instead. All rides (public or charter) are wheelchair accessible & are subject to change
to tractor-drawn at any time. *Enough snow refers to a minimum base layer of 6 to 8
inches.

Public Weekend Rides

Hayrides are available for families and individuals without an appointment 12 —4 pm
Saturdays, Sundays & some holidays (weather permitting).

wbPbpkK! RdzZf i -MHOwP O KIPOXI{BYAR NI 6cHbU

Chartered Group Rides

Day and evening group rides are available for private charter. To schedule, please call the
Park Office at 800-477-3178 a minimum of 10 days in advance. The hay wagon and sleigh
can accommodate approximately 20 passengers per ride.

Day reservations are available from 10 am - 4 pm on Wednesdays and Thursdays. During
the months of May & October chartered day rides will be offered Monday - Friday.
Ratees -®Ohour

Evening reservations are available at 5, 6, 7 & 8 pm on select Friday, Saturday & Sunday
evenings. All evening rides are tractor drawn.

Rates »$150he@r h-$260 s« 3 h-#2W5 s
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Rental Space

The Farm Center has a heated
classroom available for rent. Open to
groups and the general public, this
room is conveniently located off the
main barn. It can comfortably seat
approximately 60-80 and its available
tables and chairs can be configured in
a number of ways. The room also has
a kitchenette, whiteboard and
projector screen. Great for birthday
parties!

i

| Reservations can be made a minimum of 10 days in i

advance by calling the Park Office at (800) 477-3178
or (248) 685-1561. Call for rates and other

reservation details.

%
:

2k

*

L 2=
e 0 P

¢

Bonfires

Riverside fire pits with ample room for seating and a

ready supply of firewood are available for your group

to rent for a small fee. Picnic tables and grills are

al so | ocated near each pit.
started for you!

Call the Park Office to reserve your firepit today.



| Public programs

= Public programs are open to families and individuals; most require a small fee unless )

ﬂ . otherwise noted. No registration is necessary except where indicated. " .
N
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R A, 28th & 29th Ice Harvesting, 1 ¢ 3pm

e | Join the farm staff and find out about

putting up a supply of ice the old- | gy i : I g VLIS L T

. | fashioned way. Learn who the iceman | - RIS S0 g < TETIT ) (? o

. S was and where 't R , -
w ¥ could’ve been a ' g : 5

R =S Participants can watch

_ demonstrations and then actually help
" cut blocks of river ice using antique

’)" ' saws and a variety of equipment. Great outdoor fun for both adults and kids! o '
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s 11th Daddy Daughter Dance, 7pm $ INGAN
ﬁa,\ O Treat your princess t ek GI

3R square dance caller will walk you through the H f

basics, providing an evening filled with fun
whet her you' re a begi
refreshments as well. $5 per person

Advanced registration is recommended. Call (248)
684 - 8632

ﬂ"o FwN 4 ..-- '- g :.' 53 . - ‘ ~ W
X ¥ A '~.'.. - '.- .l : }



March 15 Y
Saturdays and Sundays all month long | |
al L SQa {o&8pims{d2r)
A delight for all the senses! Take a
gui ded wal k t hr oucc/ig
sugarbush and learn how to pick the ’
right tree then watch how maple trees
are tapped and the sap is collected.
Stop by the French and
Native camp to hear and see how these techniques have changed through
the years. Then visit the sugar shack to see and smell the sap being boiled
down into maple syrup. Real maple syrup products will be available for
sale—taste a sample at the end of your tour. Also, be sure to include a
visit to the Farmhouse Grille for pancakes.

*Large groups please pre-register by calling (248) 684 - 8632.
School groups please see pages 17 - 18.

Maple Oatmeal Cookies

1 cup sifted flour ¥ cup shortening

¥4 tsp. salt | egg

| tsp. baking powder % cup pure Michigan Maple Syrup
| cup uncooked catmeal Y tsp. vanilla

% cup chopped walnuts or pecans

W8 Sift flour with salt and baking powder. Add oats and chopped nuts.

Mix well and set aside. Cream shortening, then add egg and beat

~ until light and fluffy. Add pure Michigan Maple Syrup and vanilla
then mix well. Combine all ingredients. Drop by teaspoonfuls onto
greased cookie sheet. Bake at 400 degrees F. for about 10 minutes

8 To reach the Farm Center Office, call (248) 684 - 8632



April
5th Fun on the Farmg¢ Toddler Egg Hunt, 10am $

This program is especially for the little ones. We will
have story time, an egg hunt for toddlers only—no big

kids, andwe’l |l get to 180, NS

7th The Great Egg Hunt, 11am $ Maple Beach

Bring the kids for an Easter egg scramble and enjoy an
animal show presented by Farmer John and The
Barnyard Express. And of course, kids will get an
opportunity to pose for your pictures with the Easter
Bunny. (Early arrival is highly recommended!)

14th Farmer for a Day, 10am ¢ 3pm $

Designed to be educational and fun, this program

allows kids, ages 7 to 15 years old, the chance to work

alongside our farmers taking care of the animals. Registration required. For details, see
page 22

21st Farmer for a Day, 10am ¢ 3pm $

Designed to be educational and fun, this program allows kids, ages 7 to 15 years old, the
chance to work alongside our farmers taking care of the animals. Registration required.
For details, see page 22 r

[
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26th Fun on the Farm- Spring Babies, 10am $ : , &

"\J This program is especially for the little ones. We will have story time, a'craft and an >
, ) activity. The children will have the opportunity to learn about birthdays and meet _
S our new farm babies.
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9 To reach the Farm Center Office, call (2483-684 -8632




28th & 29th Spring Festival, 12 ¢ 4pm

Enjoy a fun-filled weekend of activities for

the whole family. This two-day event

centers around shearing t|
sheep. Other activities include horse-drawn

| hayrides, candle-dipping, wool-spinning,

weaving, a Border collie demonstration, and

entertainment by Rosco the Clown.

10th Fun on the Farmg Tractors, 10am $

This program is especially for the little ones. We will have story time, a craft and an
activity. Children will get to see farm equipment in action and enjoy a tractor-drawn
hayride.

MOUGK a2iKSH#IQ 58X MH

Come visit the farm with your family and see our farm mamas taking care of their babies .
We' | | have hayri de=sndmamsndefreed f or t he holiday

19th Farmer for a Day, 10am ¢ 3pm $

Designed to be educational and fun, this program allows kids, ages 7 to 15 years old, the
chance to work alongside our farmers taking care of the animals. Registration required.
For details, see page 22
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;” May is a great month for field trips to the farm!
WY
(7 ’( See our school program info on pages 17t 19.
. dzi R 2 ¢ i slofd Bilfquicklyg
sign your class up now!
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June

7th Fun on the Farm- Sheep, 10am $

This program is especially for the little ones. We will have story time, a craft and an
activity. Children will get to see and feel wool, pet new lambs and learn about our flock.

9th Farmer for a Day, 10am ¢ 3pm $

Designed to be educational and fun, this program allows kids, ages 7 to 15 years old, the
chance to work alongside our farmers taking care of the animals. Registration required.
For details, see page 22

MTOK CFOKSANEQ 518X MH

Come visit the farm with your family and
hayrides running for the holiday—and dads ride free!

19tht 22nd Farm Camp, 9am ¢ 3pm $

This day camp offers kids ages 8 to 13 years the opportunity to discover the wonders of
life on the farm. Every day offers a new adventure. Campers will participate in daily farm
chores as well as many fun organized activities. Registration

required. For details, see page 21 HARPERS, WEEQY
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This program gives women, 18 years and older, an opportunity
to try out new outdoor experiences. Kayaking, rock-climbing,
archery,geo-caching and mor e .. Gr
daughters, friends, and work buddies! $60 per person.
Advanced registration is required. Call Sherrie at (248)685-
1561 ext.5446 to register.

July

5th Fun on the Farm- Cows, 10am $

This program is especially for the little ones. We will have story
time, a craft and an activity. Children will have the opportunity
to visit our dairy cows and learn more about where milk comes from.

11 To reach the Farm Center Office, call (248) 684 - 8632
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10th Farmer for a Day, 10am ¢ 3pm $

Designed to be educational and fun, this program allows kids, ages 7 to 15 years old, the
chance to work alongside our farmers taking care of the animals. Reglstratlon requwed
For details, see page 22

19th Fun on the Farm- Pigs, 10am $

This program is especially for the little ones. We will
have story time, a craft and an activity. Children will get
to see our pigpen, visit with our piglets, and maybe get
alittle dirty.

24th Farmer for a Day, 10am ¢ 3pm $

Designed to be educational and fun, this program - -
allows kids, ages 7 to 15 years old, the chance to work alongside our farmers taklng care of
the animals. Registration required. For details, see page 22

Easy Egg Custard Tarts

A perfect offering for summer brunch. Sert@s
1 CUP WHITE SUGAR 1 ¥4 CUPS WATER

5 FRESH EGGS 25 (2INCH ) UNBAKED TART SHELLS

4 Preheat oven to 400 ° F. Dissolve sugar in water. Beat in eggs.
Pour into tartlet shells and bake for 20 minutes. Decorate each with
cinnamon or whipped cream.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED © 2011 Allrecipes.com Submitted By: Jennifer Chang

12 To reach the Farm Center Office, call (248) 684 - 8632
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August

9th Fun on the Farm- Goats, 10am $

This program is especially for the little ones. We will have story time, a craft and an
activity. Children will get to become little goat-herds when they feed and brush our goats
even go on a goat *‘hike’

10th Farmer for a Day, 10am ¢ 3pm $

Designed to be educational and fun, this program allows kids, ages 7 to 15 years old, the
chance to work alongside our farmers taking care of the animals. Registration required.
For details, see page 22

16th Fun on the Farm- Horses, 10am $

This program is especially for the little ones. We will have story time, a craft and an
activity. Kids will get a chance to visit with and help groom our horses and then go on a
hayride.

21st Farmer for a Day, 10am ¢ 3pm $

Designed to be educational and fun, this program
allows kids, ages 7 to 15 years old, the chance to

work alongside our farmers taking care of the animals.
Registration required. For details, see page 22

September

6th Fun on the Farm- Hens, 10am $

, 4
This program is especially for the little ones. We will { \%
have story time, a craft and an activity. Children will meet our flocks of chickens, ducks,

geese and turkeys and help with egg collecting, too.

o

** Before school starts back, why not treatt
kids to one last summer outing with a trip td
the farm? Picnic tables are available and &
special weekday hayride may also be run-
. nlng CaII to verlfy ride times. 3
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15th Farmer for a Day, 10am ¢ 3pm $

Designed to be educational and fun, this program allows kids, ages 7 to 15 years old, the
chance to work alongside our farmers taking care of the animals. Registration required.

For details, see page 22

20th Funonthe Farm-C I NJY S N &

SIS D

This program is especially for the little ones. We will have [

story time, a craft and an activity. Kids will get to meet
and |l earn about the
some tricks for us.

29th Farmer for a Day, 10am ¢ 3pm $

Designed to be educational and fun, this program allows
kids, ages 7 to 15 years old, the chance to work alongside
our farmers taking care of the animals. Registration
required. For details, see page 22
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available again this fall. With art, food, hands -
on activities, visits with farm animals, and
moreé your students
theyore | earni

See pages 1719 for more info.
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To reach the Farm Center Office, call (248) 684 - 8632
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Q| Pick Your Pumpkin 12 ¢ 4pm $

M| Horse-drawn hayrides to and from the
4l pumpkin patch to select the perfect Jack-O-

d Come enjoy this seasonal tradition! And,

i new for 2012 Come out any day in

582 October and get a hayride to the pumpkin

: AN patch! (October weekday hayrides are 10 amt

ST AT IR 2pm, tractor-drawn, no reservation needed. Standard rates apply.
Week-end ride details are on page 5.)

6th & 7th Fall Festival, 12 ¢ 4pm $

Enjoy a fun-filled weekend of activities for the whole family. Tour the farm and view
traditional demonstrations such as cider-making and timber-framing, visit with food and

craft vendors, be entertained by “Roscpo

painted. Also, take a hayride to and from the pumpkin patch to select the perfect Jack-O-
Lantern. Pumpkins priced according to size. Most activities are free with a park pass.

25th Fun on the Farm- Halloween Party, 10am $

This program is especially for the little ones. We will begin with our story
time. Then it’'s time for toddler
includes a hayride and an animal parade. Costumes are encouraged!

Bpiced Pampkin Jeeds

’r
[4/2 tablespoonps melted margarine or batter i
[/2 teaspoon salt :
1/8 teaspoop garlic salt |
2 teaspoop Worcestershire satce !
2 (aps raw whole pampkin sceds, cleaned and dried |

Preheat okep to 275 degrees. Combine all ingredients, mix thorooghly.
Bpread in shallow baking dish,
Hake for | hoar, stirripg occasionally.

Halloweep Greetipgs!

h e




December

8th & 9th Snacks with Santa, $ times by appointment

A Holiday season tradition at the Farm! Each visit
includes snacks (fruit, cookies, juice, hot cocoa, and
coffee), a horse drawn hayride or sleigh-ride, a holiday
sing-a-long, and most importantly, a visit with Santa!

Call the Park Office at (248) 685 -1561 for ticket sales
info. Sales dates are set in the fall. Walk up and phone
sale dates vary. Once on sale, tickets go fast!

Come Play in the Snow!

L e TN

Join us on the weekend for a sleigh ride.
See page 5 for more information.

16 To reach the Farm Center Office, call (248) 684 - 8632



School Programs

Take your class on a different kind of field trip!

Down on the farm your students will learn
as they experience the excitement of
meeting a one-ton horse or tiny newborn pig, the wonder of
making a sugary treat from the trees, or the magic of a

building style learned from the birds. And since you will

be visiting a Metropark, why not also schedule a visit with

the nature center to add a wild component to your trip? All of

this is available at one of the lowest rates around. Call today!

About our Programs

fEach program (Farm Tour, Maple Sugar:i
designed to be fun for the students while meeting a variety of education benchmarks.
Please see details on the following pages for info on viewing these benchmarks as well as
grade level recommendations.
1 NEW for 2012: Programs are available Monday - Friday from 9am - 2pm. Not all
programs are available year-round. See program descriptions for details.
1 Group size requirements are a minimum of 15 and a

L maximum of 35 per program.
\gg; 1 Please be aware there is a $2.00 per child fee. (*Harvest

L
& vﬁ' Adventure is $6 per child).
g w ' fBusses with municipal plates may enter the park at no

! charge. (All other vehicles require a Metroparks entry

pass.)

fTours and School Programs are scheduled through the
Kensington Nature Center. Please call (248) 685-0603
between 9am and 5pm to schedule. Appointments
must be made at least one week in advance.
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Farm Tour
Available All Year

May be adapted for any grade level, pK
and up

Many of our elementary-age children oA Y
have never set foot on a working farm ey %’g’%‘f
or know where their food and fiber o :
comes from. This program introduces

students to the animals living on the farm and their contributions to society. Students are
encouraged to greet the different animals face to face, while they learn about the job that
specific animal does on the farm. Students will learn about the basic needs all animals
have and also the differences between mammals and birds.

BBD ! G At 0fS Ay HaAamMHIZ | O2YLX SGS tAad 2F Odz2NNBy
page at www.metroparks.com .<<<

Maple Sugaring
Available in March only
Most appropriate for grades 2 and up

It is believed that the Native Americans were the first people
to tap and process maple sap into sugars and syrups.
Through this program, students will achieve a higher level of
understanding and respect toward the Native American
people and the environment. Students will also discover how
unique maple sugaring is to this region. This program
includes tapping a maple tree, watching the process of
turning sap into syrup, and a tour of a Native American
sugaring camp.

Make it a true experience and arrange for a pancake
breakfast (for an additional charge) at the Farmhouse Grille!
Cal |l or email Kensington’s catering
coordinate a meal. (248) 608-0690 catering@koschcatering.com.
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Harvest Adventure
Available September through November only
Most appropriate for grades 2 & up

4 Have fun while exploring plant life cycles and animal diversity.
' During this special two hour program, students will take a

" walk and a wagon ride to observe fall changes on the farm,
make a farm print T-shirt*, help turn apples into cider, and
enjoy cider and doughnut refreshments. [*Kids must bring
their own white or light-colored t-shirt. This program is two
hours long and $6.00 per student]

BHH ! GLAE L 06fS Ay HamHI | O2YLX SGS tAad 2F Odz2NNBy

Ki ds o

Available All Year

page at www.metroparks.com .<<<

Cottage Tour

Most appropriate for grades 2 and up

VIS i e S 1T

S

natur al buil ding which was

features a straw bale wall covered with

earthen plaster, compressed earth block
and wattle & daub walls, wooden
timbers and an authentic thatched roof!
Through active teaching and hands-on
learning, our curriculum offers students
awareness of natural building practices
and sustainable agriculture.

C
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Scout Patches for Sale

Scouts! Visit the farm, try a hayride, pet a farm animal—then
show you’ve done it by wear:.
available at the Farm Center office only, our patches are custom
made with a lovely picture of a draft horse team hard at work.

The Kensington Farm name is embroidered on as well. No patch

collection is complete without one.
1Size: 2 Y?inches
fApplication: Iron or Sew on
fPrice: Just $3 per patch

About Fun on the
Farm

Various dates. See list on page23

This program is especially for the little
ones. Any age is welcome, but children
2 to 5 years old will truly love this visit.
Each program has a central theme of an
experience on the farm. Kids will enjoy colouring pages, a story time, a simple take-home
craft and an activity all based on that theme. Children and their parents, grandparents or
other caretakers will get a chance to visit with, feel and hear the central thematic element,
be they giant horses, cuddly baby animals or rumbly farm tractors. All this packed into just
the right amount of time at just the right time of day. See program dates from April to
October for themes. Only $3 per child. No registration is required. Programs start at
10am and last roughly 1 hour.*

(*The special Halloween Party is $5 per child and 2 hours long. See page 15 for details.)

20 To reach the Farm Center Office, call (248) 684 - 8632
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Farm Camp
June 19th - 22nd 9am - 3pm

Farm Camp offers children ages 8 to 13 years old the
opportunity to discover the wonders of life on the
farm. The Farm Center is home to a variety of farm
animals and acres of farmland situated along the
banks of the Huron River. ($175.00)

What Will Kids Do?

Every day will offer a new adventure. Campers will
participate in daily farm chores as well as various
organized activities. This camp is very much hands-
on and provides children with farm experiences that
will leave a lasting impression. Planned activities may include:

fiOutdoor adventures such as rock climbing, nature hikes and a scavenger hunt.

vWari ety of craft projects that wi-dippings t

T-shirt prints, and many others.

fExperience life as a pioneer. Participate in an old-fashioned barn-raising, learn rope
skills and teamwork.

fParticipate in old-fashioned games such as sack races, egg toss, straw bale rolling, and
needle in the haystack.

fHand-milk a cow and help prepare a dairy product, such as ice cream.

fExperience the life cycle of a chicken, first hand, by watching eggs hatch in the Farm
Center’'s incubator.

Meet the farm s draft horses up cl ose
t hese “gentl e gi a v hayride arfl hapdeplowing thecfields a
with one of the farm' s teams.

To Register

Advanced registration is required. Cost is $175.00 per child and covers all 4 days (but
does not include lunch—meals are not provided and kids should bring a lunch each day).
Payment is required at the time of registration. Payments can be made over the phone
with your Visa, Mastercard or Discovery credit card. Call the Farm Center at (248) 684-
8632 to register. Space is limited and camp fills up fast!

h
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Farmer for a Day

Various dates. See list on page23.

This program is offered to boys and girls, ages 7
to 15 years old, interested in working on a farm.
Kids will work alongside our farmers and in teams
to accomplish daily or seasonal chores. This
program is designed to be educational and fun.

Children will leave with a greater appreciation of
farm life.

Each program includes a tour of the farm and a chance to meet,up-c | os e, al |
animals. Hands-on tasks such as feeding and watering animals, mucking stalls, and

hauling hay and grain sacks are part of each program. Farmers will also make and enjoy a
tasty farm food product such as ice cream, bread, cider, etc. Craft projects are often
included in the day’'s planned activitile

“Farmer for a Day” is offered on wvari ou
program dates are weekdays.) Because chores on the farm change with the different
seasons, some chores that “farmers’ wi|l
Possible seasonal activities may be:
Milking a cow

fHarnessing a draft horse team
fBottle-feeding babies

fiCollecting eggs

iGrooming various animals

iGoing for a hayride

Important Info

Kids should bring a hearty lunch— working bodies work up an appetite. The farm does not

provide meals. Kids should also dress to be messy: play clothes, sturdy shoes and garden
gloves are recommended.

To Register

Advanced registration is required. Cost is $30.00 per child and is required at the time of
registration. Payments can be made over the phone with your Visa, Mastercard or

Discovery credit card. Call the Farm Center at (248) 684-8632 to register. Space is
limited and days can fill up fast!

of
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Due to the popularity of this program, refunds and rainchecks are unavailable. ‘S
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Check the public program list by month (pages 7t 16) for more info including times, rates and
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At a Glance

registration for these programs.

Toddler Programs

The “Fun on the Farm” series is a s¢g
MDD, AR ST 2 kS April 5 & 26, May 10, June 7, July 5 & 19,
August 9 & 16, September 6 & 20, October 25

Farmer for a Day

These programs are an opportunity for kids age 7 to 15 to spend a day experi-
encing farm life firsthand. ................ April 14 & 21, May 19, June 9, July 10 & 24,
August 10 & 21, September 15 & 29

Special Events & Festivals
The Great Egg Hunt (Maple Beach)... April 7

SPNGLFEStiVAIIAE Jo s o 4 April 28 & 29
Pick-Your-Pumpkin Hayrides............. weekends in October
RallREestival e Il et . L October6 & 7
Snacks with Santa...........cccccevviiennnn December 8 & 9

Unique Experiences

o201 2 TRV 1] o P S N W S January 28 & 29
Daddy-Daughter Dance ..................... February 11

Maple Sugaring........ccccceeevveiiveevieennne. weekends in March
=210 T R AR - S T N S June 19 - 22

Kensington Wome.bduse?23 Adventur e

23

To reach the Farm Center Office, call (248) 684 - 8632
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